
Take a Minute to Be in It™

New for teachers! 
No Student Left Indoors: Creating a 
Field Guide to Your Schoolyard. 
The essential 
educator’s guide to 
helping students dis-
cover, observe, and 
record nature in their 
schoolyard—urban, 
suburban, or rural. 

Take a minute to be in nature. 
Nature is not a destination. It is 
in our backyards, schoolyards, 
and even our cities. Take A 
Walk® books help you to find, 
observe, and identify the nature 
in your North American neigh-
borhood. For readers 8 to 80. 
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“Perfect for introducing young readers to our natural world!”
Jeff Corwin, Wildlife Biologist, Emmy-winning Executive Producer,

and Host of Animal Planet’s  popular TV series, The Jeff Corwin Experience.

Take A Backyard Bird Walk
9780970975409
Uncover the exciting world of backyard birds and 
develop skills for finding and identifying various 
species. Learn the unique characteristics of birds; 
where they nest; what they eat; how and why they 
migrate; how they adapt and survive; their habitat 
requirements; and more! 

Take A Tree Walk
9780970975416
Explore the remarkable world of trees and develop 
skills for identifying various species. Learn why 
leaves turn color in autumn; how to estimate the 
height and age of a tree; the various parts of a tree; 
the shapes of leaves; what trees need to survive; 
the important roles trees play in our lives; and more!

Take A Walk With Butterflies And 
Dragonflies 9780970975423
Discover the worlds of butterflies and dragonflies as 
you develop skills for finding and identifying eggs, 
larvae, and adults. Learn about the unique charac-
teristics of these insects, their fascinating lifecycles, 
and how they adapt and survive in a changing 
world. Learn the differences between butterflies and 
moths, dragonflies and damselflies, and more!

Take A City Nature Walk
9780970975430
Examine the incredible world of urban ecology and 
develop skills for finding and identifying nature in 
the city. Learn about the amazing variety of plants 
and animals found in cities; how plants and animals 
adapt to and survive in cities; which plant improves 
the quality of life for humans in our cities; and more!

Take A Beach Walk
9780970975447
Discover the beach in a whole new light! Learn 
about the littoral zone of the beach, how plants and 
animals adapt to living on seaside beaches, and the 
surprising treasures of nature you can find on the 
beach. Uncover new facts about adaptations and 
endangered animals. Get a true understanding of 
why all those signs say “Stay off the dunes”. 

New for Teachers!
No Student Left Indoors: Creating 
A Field Guide To Your Schoolyard
9780970975454
Here’s your opportunity to learn and teach about 
our planet by helping your students to create a field 
guide to your schoolyard. This essential resource is 
for any educator teaching in an urban, suburban, or 
rural school. A Field Guide Project™ is adaptable to 

a class, grade, or entire school, It can be a short- or 
long-term project based on inquiry, investigation, and 
hands-on learning. Now you can connect science, 
language arts, history, creative arts, and technology 
in this place-based project. 

8 Get Set Get Set 9

DDT was 
banned

in the 1970s 
in the U.S. 
At the same 
time, scientists 
began breed-
ing Peregrine 
Falcons so they 
could release 
the young 
birds into the 
"wild." They
chose cities 
as the release 
sites. Cities 
have plenty of 
food (such as 
pigeons), shel-
ter, and places 
for roosting and 
nesting.

Today, the 
Peregrine
population is on 
the rise. But 
they are not 
out of danger. 
DDT is still 
used in parts of 
South America 
where our 
falcons migrate. 
Traces of it can still be found in the tissues and 
eggs of Peregrine Falcons. You can learn more about 
falcons and about how you can help by searching for 
"Peregrine Falcon" on the Web.

Peregrine Falcons are one of the most exciting 
birds that live in our cities. But they weren't 

originally a city 
bird. So why 
did they move 
in? Scientists 
brought them to 
our cities to save 
the species.

Peregrines were 
once endangered,
meaning that 
their population 
numbers were so 
low that, if we 
did nothing, the 
species may have 
gone extinct. 
Peregrines
faced many 
problems; the 
biggest was a 
pesticide called 
DDT. When 
DDT gets into 
a Peregrine's 
system, it weak-
ens the shells of 
their eggs. The 
eggs are crushed 
by the parents 
when they sit on 
them. The chicks 
can't survive. If 
scientists hadn't 
stepped in, the 
falcon would be 
extinct today.

Why Do We Band Peregrines?
I asked Dr. Art McMorris to explain 
why we band falcons: 

Where do young Peregrine Falcons 
go once they’ve left the nest? How 
long do they live? Where were their 
parents born? How do we find 
out? We (Dr. Art McMorris of the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission and 
his supervisor Daniel Brauning), are 
studying these questions. We monitor 
breeding pairs of Peregrine Falcons 
and band the young at the nest. 
Each bird receives a light aluminum 

"bracelet” with a unique number. If 
the bird is found again, we'll know 
exactly which bird it is, where it came 
from, and how old it is. But most 
banded birds are not found again 
until they die. How can we know 
where it traveled and lived during its 
lifetime? Many birds are also given 
a color band on the other leg. These 
bands have a number and letter which 
can be read with good binoculars 
or a telescope, so birds can be 
identified and tracked while living 
free. Sometimes a small transmitter 
is placed on the bird to track the 
bird by satellite from anywhere on 
earth. In 2002 the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission fitted four young 
Peregrine Falcons with solar-powered 
satellite transmitters, allowing them 
to be tracked as they traveled and 
explored their world.

The more we know about the birds and 
their activities, the more we can help 
them survive and return to a stable 
population. Learn more at:

pgc.state.pa.us
peregrinefund.org

New Word?
Pesticide (PES-ti-side).
A chemical used to destroy pesky
weeds or insects.

How'd We Get These Pictures?
I felt like the luckiest person in the
world when I received permission to 
photograph this Peregrine Falcon 
banding. Until I learned that the nest
was inside a girder on the underside
of a huge bridge. I no longer felt so
lucky. I don't like heights. I admit it. But
I really wanted photos for this book.
So I asked my friend Kevin Loughlin,
a wildlife photographer, to help. He
agreed to take the pictures. While 
Kevin and the banders were high on the
bridge, I took pictures from the ground
with my sister Midge and my feet firmly
planted! Kevin took this photo from the 
bridge of us standing by my car. See
how far up they were? 

I'm very grateful to Kevin for taking
these fabulous pictures for you and
to Dan Brauning of the Pennsylvania
Game Commission for giving us this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

Falcons build their nest on ledges like cliffs, 
bridges and buildings. This one is inside the 
girder of a bridge. 

Matt Sharp, of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences in Philadelphia, prepares to band a 
young chick. 

Art McMorris checks the bird and records 
information about its size and health before 
returning it to the nest. 

Art McMorris wears a helmet to protect him 
from the adult birds while Matt Sharp weighs 
a chick, which is in the white bag. 

Both of the Peregrine parents attend the 
nest and feed the chicks. They were very 
upset when the chicks were removed for 
banding. They even swooped down at the 
banders. Falcons can reach speeds of more 
than 200 miles per hour when they dive. 

Get Set! Look Up for... Peregrine Falcons

Can you see me way down there on 
the ground? 

Color photographs and
illustrations throughout.

Artwork by children.Sidebars contain resources, 
poetry, and quotes by 
celebrated people. 

New word defi nition and 
pronunciation in sidebars.

Topics presented in 
spreads—enabling readers to 
“dip” in and out of our books.

Plant and animal 
identifi cation pages.

Instructions for taking fi eld 
notes and places to write them.

“Take A Walk® books are stellar examples of multi-genre juvenile nonfiction!”
Dr. Lynne R. Dofrman, Co-Director, The Pennsyvania Writing and Literature Project.

More Than Just Fun!

Take A Walk® books
by Jane Kirkland

Juvenile nonfiction ages 8 and up
Reading level: 5.2 - 6.4

Trim size: 8.5 x 11
Paperback, perfect binding

Full color in and out
Illustrations and photographs

32 pages
Retail $9.95

Field note pages can be downloaded 
for free at: www.takeawalk.com.

Available at your favorite bookseller 
and at www.takeawalk.com

Distributed to the trade by IPG Books, 
Chicago, IL

Stillwater Publishing
P. O. Box 500

Lionville, PA 19353
610-458-4000 (ph)
610-458-4001 (fx)

www.takeawalk.com*Available at Renaissance Learning™. Learn more at www.renlearn.com.

Accelerated Reader® tests are available 
for our books*. Visit our website to learn 
how our books correlate to State and 
Federal Academic Standards.  
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